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od meets us where we are and asks us to follow him in the middle of ordi-
G nary life.

Dear sisters, the readings today remind us of something simple and important.
God does not wait for the right mood, the right time, or the right circumstances.
He comes to people while they are busy, tired, and dealing with everyday tasks.

In the first reading from the First Book of Samuel, Saul is not thinking about
God’s plans. He is looking for his father’s lost donkeys. He walks from place to
place and finds nothing. It is boring, frustrating work. There is nothing holy
about it on the surface. And yet it is through this failed search that God leads
Saul to Samuel.

Saul comes from the smallest tribe of Israel. He does not put himself forward
and does not even know who Samuel is when they meet. Still, God has already
chosen him. Samuel pours oil on Saul’s head and tells him that the Lord has
anointed him. Saul does not yet understand what this will mean. We also know
that he will later struggle and make serious mistakes. But God begins with trust.

God works with real people, not ideal ones.

The psalm we pray this morning helps us see what kind of trust God desires. The
king rejoices not because of his own ability, but because the Lord has given him
strength. “For the king trusts in the Lord, and through the steadfast love of the
Most High he shall not be moved.” This is a good reminder for those of us in re-
ligious life. What bears fruit in us is not constant effort or self-reliance, but stay-
ing faithful to prayer and to God, even when we feel weak or discouraged.
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The Gospel from Mark continues to give another ordinary scene. Jesus sees Levi
sitting at his tax desk. Levi belongs to a group that everyone despised. Tax col-
lectors worked for the Roman occupiers and often took more money than they
should. They were seen as dishonest and as traitors to their own people. Most re-

ligious people avoided them.

Jesus does not avoid Levi. He looks at him and says, “Follow me.” That is all.
Levi gets up and leaves his job behind. He does not first change his life or ex-
plain himself. He simply responds.

Later, Jesus eats in Levi’s house with other tax collectors and sinners. This caus-
es scandal. In that culture, eating together meant accepting one another. When
people question Jesus, he answers clearly. “Those who are well do not need a
doctor, but the sick do.” Jesus does not deny that people are sinful. He shows
that healing can only happen when people are met where they are.

This matters for us in community life. Living together day after day shows us
one another’s limits as well as our strengths. The Gospel challenges us to choose
patience rather than judgement, understanding rather than distance, especially

when it would be easier to withdraw.

On this day we remember Saint Anthony, Abbot, whose life asks us an uncom-
fortable question. What do we rely on for security? Anthony gave up property,
status, and control. He chose a life that offered no guarantees. In the desert, he
learned discipline, humility, and freedom. His example reminds us that religious
life only bears fruit when we allow God to loosen our grip on what makes us feel

safe.

Ignatian prayer asks us to place ourselves in the Gospel scenes. We might imag-
ine Saul walking from village to village, tired and disappointed. We might imag-
ine Levi standing up and leaving his desk behind. We might imagine Jesus sit-

ting at table with people others avoid. Where do we see ourselves?

In our own country, many people live with uncertainty and financial strain. The
Church is called to be present in quiet, practical ways. Faithfulness, listening,

and small acts of care matter more than grand words.
God continues to call ordinary people. He asks for trust, not perfection.

As you pray this morning, you might reflect on these questions.
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e Where in my daily routine might God be asking something of me?

e Who am I finding difficult to meet with patience and understanding in com-
munity life?

e What small change is Jesus inviting me to make when he says, “Follow

me”’?
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