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D ear sisters,

The people in Nazareth thought they knew Jesus. They knew his family.
They knew his trade. They remembered him as the carpenter who grew up
among them. So when he spoke with wisdom and authority in the synagogue,
they did not open themselves to what God might be doing. They closed in on
what they already knew. They asked, not What is happening here? but Who does
he think he is? Their familiarity became a refusal.

That same pattern runs through all the readings today. It is not loud rejection of
God. It is quieter than that. It is the habit of relying on what we can see, count,
and manage, while missing what God is asking of us.

In the first reading, David orders a census. He wants numbers. He wants certain‐
ty. How many soldiers are there. How secure are we really. There is no immedi‐
ate danger. This is not careful leadership. It is unease looking for reassurance.
Joab senses that something is wrong and tries to dissuade him, but David insists.

When the census is complete, David realises what he has done. He sees that his
trust has shifted. He has moved from relying on God to relying on figures. He
has begun to treat people as assets rather than as lives placed in his care. What
matters is his response. He does not explain himself. He does not dilute respon‐
sibility. He says, I have sinned. I alone have done wrong. These people are
sheep. Let the punishment fall on me.
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When David is offered a choice of punishment, he says, Let us fall into the
hands of the Lord, for his mercy is great. David knows what human power looks
like when it is unchecked. He also knows that God’s judgement is never separat‐
ed from mercy. God does not destroy for the sake of destruction.

The plague stops at the threshing floor, a place where grain is separated from
what cannot sustain life. It is there that the destruction ends. Later, that same
place will become the site of the Temple. God chooses to dwell where truth has
been faced and pride has been undone.

The psalm speaks plainly. Happy are those whose sin is forgiven. When I ac‐
knowledged my sin to you, you forgave the guilt of my sin. There is no drama
here. Only honesty and relief. God becomes a place of safety, not because we are
strong, but because we stop hiding.

In the Gospel, the failure is not lack of understanding. The people recognise
Jesus’ wisdom. They see that something real is happening. But they will not trust
him. He is too close to them. Too ordinary. And Mark says something stark.
Jesus could work no mighty deed there. Not because he was powerless, but be‐
cause faith is what allows God’s work to take root. Jesus does not compel belief.
He is amazed, not at their questions, but at their refusal.

This should make us attentive. We live close to Scripture. We hear it daily. We
know the shape of prayer and community life. And without noticing, we can stop
listening. God may be speaking through a sister we avoid, through work that
feels routine, through needs beyond our enclosure. Familiarity can make us
inattentive.

This is not only a personal issue. It is a social one. When people are reduced to
numbers, prices, or statistics, trust gives way to control. Zimbabwe has lived
with the consequences of this. The Gospel keeps returning us to the same truth.
People are not figures to be managed. They are lives to be received.

Today we remember John de Brito, Rudolph Acquaviva, and their companions.
They did not remain where things were secure or known. They learned new lan‐
guages. They lived among people who were not their own. They trusted God
more than their safety. They did not soften the Gospel to make it easier to live
with. They accepted the cost of fidelity. Their witness asks us whether we still
allow the Gospel to place demands on us.
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Jesus says, My sheep hear my voice. The question is not whether he speaks. The
question is whether we are willing to listen, especially when his voice comes to
us through what is ordinary and close at hand.

So let us take these questions into prayer today.

Where am I relying on habit or control instead of trust in God?
Whose voice am I ignoring because it is too familiar to me?
What concrete act of trust is God asking of me now?

Lord, teach us to listen. Amen.
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